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The Gera School Newsletter 
22nd December 2022 
(Nursery – Grade 5) 

	
	
	
Dear	Parents,	
We	had	the	Winter	Fete	and	we	made	a	profit	of	over	Rs	1,70,000/-	with	your	generosity,	the	
generosity	and	hard	work	of	 all	 the	Staff,	 and	 the	 cooperation	and	enthusiasm	of	 all	 our	
students.	On	behalf	of	 the	Social	Service	Club	headed	by	Ms	Neethu	Mathew,	Ms	Sameera	
Sachdeva	and	Ms	Shabina	Shaikh,	I	warmly	thank	all	of	you.	
Generosity	 is	 a	 wonderful	 virtue.	 It	 ennobles	 the	 spirit.	 It	 nurtures	 the	 loving	 part	 of	
ourselves	when	we	are	generous	from	our	heart.	It	does	not	matter	(as	in	our	case	here	with	
the	children	of	St.	Xavier’s	School)	whether	we	know	or	do	not	know	the	beneficiaries	of	our	
generosity.	What	is	important	is	that	we	feel	that	other	people’s	lives	matter,	other	people’s	
needs	and	aspirations	matter.		
Generosity	is	an	act	of	love	and	compassion.	It	is	not	just	a	human	quality;	you	could	say	it	is	
god-like.	In	the	Rig	Veda,	we	are	told:	There	was	neither	death	nor	immortality	then.	No	signs	
were	there	of	day	or	night.	The	One	was	breathing	by	its	own	power.	Only	the	One	was;	there	
was	nothing	beyond.		
Darkness	was	hidden	in	darkness.	The	all	was	fluid	and	formless.	Therein,	in	the	void,	by	the	fire	
of	fervour	arose	the	One.	
And	in	the	One	arose	love.	Love,	the	first	seed	of	soul.		
The	Book	of	Genesis	in	the	Bible	is	all	about	God’s	acts	of	creating	and	of	giving	to	the	world.	
Later,	the	same	God	gives	his	‘only	begotten	son’	to	the	world.	Jesus	knows	the	price	he	will	
pay	for	fighting	for	the	marginalised,	for	loving	the	outcast,	but	his	life’s	work	it	seems	is	to	
do	more	of	it	even	if	it	means	paying	the	ultimate	price.	(On	a	humbler	note,		Sanjeev	Kapoor	
would	sing	in	the	film	Badal	in	1966:	अपने	िलये	िजये	तो	क्या	िजये // तू	जी	ऐ	िदल	ज़माने	के	िलये!)		

But	I	digress:	this	was	to	only	thank	you	for	your	kindness	and	support	to	our	efforts	to	make	
a	difference	to	the	world	outside	TGS.	The	TGS	community	is	united	 in	 this	effort	then	to	
make	the	world	a	better	place.		

Our	first	order	of	business	is	to	buy	Greenboards	for	the	school.	Those	parents	who	would	
like	to	donate	a	Greenboard	–	We	are	falling	short	of	the	number	required	by	them	–	may	
please	 contact	 the	 Accounts	 Office	 or	 Ms	 Neethu	 Mathew	
(neethu.mathew@thegeraschool.com)	 or	 Ms	 Sameera	 Sachdeva	
(sameera.sachdeva@thegeraschool.com)	
	
Our	warmest	wishes	for	a	happy	new	year.	
	
Regards,	
	
C	P	Joseph	
PRINCIPAL	
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TGS	WINTER	FETE	

“Too	often	do	we	underestimate	the	power	of	
a	touch,	a	smile,	a	kind	word,	a	listening	ear,	
an	honest	compliment	or	the	smallest	act	of	
giving,	all	of	which	have	the	potential	to	turn	
life	around…”	TGS	hosted	the	Winter	Fete	with	
great	 enthusiasm	 and	 togetherness	 coming	
along	 for	a	noble	cause.	The	Winter	Fete	was	
held	 on	 the	 21st	 of	 December	 in	 the	 school	
premises.	 Multiple	 stalls	 were	 put	 up	 for	
delectable	food	items	and	thrilling	games.	TGS	
witnessed	 a	 great	 footfall	 with	 Parents	 and	
students	contributing	to	the	cause	generously.	
All	 members	 of	 staff	 took	 responsibility	 for	
either	a	food	or	a	game	stall	and	it	was	heart-
warming	 to	 see	 the	 TGS	 community	 coming	
together	as	one	big	happy	family	for	a	worthy	
purpose.	 

	
Annual	Day	(Nursery	to	Grade	5)	
	
TGS	celebrated	its	5th	Annual	Day	
on	 the	 17th	 of	 December	 in	 the	
School	Auditorium	in	the	presence	
of	 our	 esteemed	 Chief	 Guest,	 Ms	
Isabel	Santa	Rita	Vaz.	“For	things	
we	have	 to	 learn	before	we	can	
do	 them,	 we	 learn	 by	 doing	
them”	 -	Aristotle;	 and	 rightly	 so!	
From	 the	 tiny	 tots	 of	 the	 Early	
Years	and	Grades	1	and	2,	 to	 the	
learners	of	Grades	3,	4	and	5,	each	
and	 every	 child	 poured	 their	
energies	and	skills	day	in	and	day	
out	to	put	up	a	spectacular	show!	
An	amalgamation	of	Music,	Dance	
and	Drama	was	evident	on	this	big	
day	 and	 the	 children	 stole	 our	
hearts	 with	 some	 memorable	
performances.	 TGS	 witnessed	 a	
full	 house	 to	 watch	 the	 learners	
showcase	a	range	of	acts	on	stage.	
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The	musicals	presented	by	the	children	of	
Early	 Years	 were	 entertaining	 and	
heartwarming.	 	 Grades	 1	 and	 2	
showcased	 three	different	performances	
in	 the	 form	 of	 a	 song	 presentation,	 the	
elegant	Waltz,	 not	 forgetting	 to	mention	
the	hilarious	Hindi	play.	With	one	of	 the	
biggest	casts,	Grades	3,	4	and	5	presented	
the	Musical	“Dragon	Days”	with	excellent	
stage	presence	and	display	of	talents.	The	
girls	 from	Grades	4	 and	 5	 also	 put	up	 a	
finely	 executed	 Bharatanatyam	 classical	
dance	performance.			
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Christmas	Special		
The	Secondary	School	
students	took	to	the	
stage	to	showcase	the	
spirit	of	Christmas	on	
the	22nd	of	December.	
With	the	little	ones	of	
Early	years	and	the	
entire	Primary	section	
in	the	auditorium	and	
the	vibe	of	Christmas	
all	around,	the	place	
was	filled	with	joy	and	
laughter	as	we	all	
welcomed	the	festive	
season.	The	Christmas	
Special	program	
involved	Christmas	
Carols,	a	live	band	performance,	plays,	mime	and	dance,	not	forgetting	to	mention	the	
interactive	fillers	for	the	little	ones.	Singing	and	dancing	together	was	surely	the	best	way	
to	ring	in	the	festivity.	

	
NEWS	FROM	THE	EARLY	YEARS	SECTION	

NEWS	FROM	THE	SPECIALISTS	
I. DANCE	
The	Students	of	the	Nursery,	LKG	and	UKG	practiced	regularly	for	their	Annual	Day	
performances	and	enjoyed	performing	their	dance	routines.	The	Little	ones	even	learnt	
the	lyrics	to	the	Bruno	Mars	song	halfway	through	the	practices	and	many	were	proud	of	
themselves	for	being	able	to	remember	the	entire	choreography	without	the	assistance	of	
their	teachers.		
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II. DRAMA	
The	Nursery,	LKG	and	the	UKG	students	performed	very	well	for	the	Annual	Day.	The	little	
stars	 rehearsed	 their	 characters,	 lines,	 scenes	diligently	 and	 added	 their	 own	 touch	of	
humour	and	personality	to	their	characters	in	the	annual	day	play.	It	was	fun	to	see	them	
enjoy	themselves	and	shine	bright	on	stage.	

III. Art	
Learners	 in	 Early	 Years	 created	 Christmas-
related	 artworks.	 Nursery	 students	 painted	
inside	 an	 outline	 of	 a	 fairy	 light	 bulb	 using	
vibrant	 paints	 and	 brushes	 which	 helped	
them	better	their	FMS	and	control	in	staying	
inside	an	outline.	
LKG	students	carried	on	with	the	Annual	Day	
practices	
UKG	students	tried	their	hands	at	drawing	a	wreath	
from	 scratch,	 which	 was	 quite	 challenging	 yet	
impressively	done	by	each	and	every	individual.	

	

IV. PHYSICAL	EDUCATION	

Cooperative	games	during	physical	education	can	have	a	lot	of	benefits	for	students.	These	
games	not	only	provide	exercise,	but	emphasise	teamwork,	build	relationships,	strengthen	
the	 classroom	 community,	 increase	 confidence,	 learn	 about	 rules	 and	 strategy	
development,	and	more.	

The	focus	of	PE	has	been	to	engage	learners	into	various	Cooperative	Games	set-ups	to	
emphasise	development	of	 teamwork	spirit	 and	overall	 social	 aspects	within	 the	 class.	
This	also	gave	time	for	learners	to	relax	and	have	fun,	as	they	have	been	simultaneously	
working	really	hard	with	the	school	Annual	Day	practices.	

In	 Term	 3	 the	 focus	 would	 be	 to	 teach	 learners	 to	 effectively	 and	 efficiently	 use	 the	
Locomotor	skills	which	they	have	learnt	over	the	year	in	a	structured	sports	environment.			
	
	

	
NEWS	FROM	EACH	GRADE	
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NURSERY		
	
Numeracy	
Our	 fun	Christmas	 classroom	activities	kept	 the	
tiny	tots	entertained	for	the	month	of	December	
while	 sharpening	 their	math	 skills.	 AB	 patterns	
were	revised	using	beads	of	different	colours	and	

shapes.	 As	 we	 continue	
to	count	in	Kindergarten	
the	 children	 of	 the	
Nursery	 practised	
quantification	 of	
numbers	1	to	6	using	the	
tongs	 and	 pom	 poms.	
Fireless	 cooking	
activities	are	a	great	way	to	teach	various	concepts	as	children	look	forward	to	eating	and	
having	fun.	The	children	practised	sequencing	by	making	Jam	Sandwiches	and	relishing	
them	at	the	end.	
	
Literacy	
Knowing	what	sounds	each	letter	makes	is	an	important	and	easy	skill	to	practise	with	the	
kids.	The	tiny	tots	of	Nursery	commenced	with	a	recapitulation	of	the	letter	/d/	and	its	
sound.	Our	little	ones	engaged	in	doing	craft	activity-	a	dragon	related	to	the	letter	‘d’.	Pre-
writing	skills	are	essential	for	the	child	to	be	able	to	develop	the	ability	to	hold	and	move	
a	 pencil	 fluently	 and	 effectively	 and	 therefore	 produce	 legible	 writing.	 The	 students	
continue	to	practise	the	sleeping	and	standing	line	patterns	to	master	their	pincer	grip.	
	

Understanding	the	World	
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Children	are	not	born	knowing	what	is	acceptable	and	unacceptable	behaviour.	They	learn	
by	watching	how	you	and	
others	 around	 them	
behave	and	how	they	and	
others	 are	 treated.	 The	
tiny	 tots	 role-played	 and	
categorized	 a	 few	 action	
cards	 as	 acceptable	 and	
unacceptable	 behaviour	
as	they	learnt	about	the	topic.	
	
LKG		
Numeracy	
The	 students	 of	 the	
lower	 kindergarten	
have	 learnt	 the	
concepts	 of	 full,	 half	
and	 addition	 of	
doubles	 using	 block,	
beads	 and	 other	manipulatives.	 They	 have	 also	 touched	 upon	 the	 division	 concept	 by	

learning	to	share	equally	and	use	the	same	in	real	life	situations.	The	students	creatively	
worked	with	the	manipulatives	 to	make	different	objects	and	explained	 the	 techniques	
used	to	make	it.	
	
Literacy 	
The	 students	of	 the	 lower	 kindergarten	have	 been	
introduced	 to	 letters	 z	 and	y	 through	sand	 tracing,	
stories	 and	 letter	 sound	 association.	 revision	 will	
help	 you	 remember	 the	 important	 facts,	 figures,	
topics	 and	 methodologies	 that	 you	 studied	 in	 the	
past.	Lately	the	focus	has	been	on	writing	letters	in	
correct	formation.		
Since	 it	 was	 Christmas	 season	 the	 students	 were	
taught	a	few	Christmas	carols.		
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Understanding	the	World	
	
A	new	term	brings	a	new	theme	and	the	students	were	introduced	
to	 an	 interesting	 topic	 ‘All	 around	 the	world.’	They	were	made	
aware	 about	 the	 different	 planets	 in	 the	 solar	 system	 and	 the	
importance	of	the	planet	Earth,	the	only	planet	with	life	on	it.	They	
also	 discussed	 how	 the	 World	 is	 divided	 into	 7	 different	
continents	as	they	sang	the	continent	song.	As	our	main	focus	is	
learning	about	Continents,	 the	 students	were	 introduced	 to	 the	
largest	continent,	‘Asia’.		
	
UKG	
Numeracy	
In	Mathematics,	previously	studied	concepts	
were	 revisited	 and	 practised	 through	 a	
variety	 of	 hands-on	 exercises.	 They	
completed	worksheets	and	played	games	to	
review	 the	 concepts	 of	 time,	 addition,	 and	
non-standard	 measurements	 and	 shapes.	
The	 students	 also	 practised	 positional	
words	 by	 completing	 worksheets	 and	
adhering	 stickers	 according	 to	 the	 given	 directions.	 The	 students	 practised	 writing	
numbers	from	1	to	100.		

Literacy	
Last	 month	 the	 learners	
recapitulated	 a	 few	 digraphs	
covered	 in	 this	 term,	 /oo/th/	
ou/qu/ou/ai/.	 They	 used	 play	
dough	 and	 made	 things	 with	 the	
digraph	sounds	and	used	the	words	
creatively	 to	 form	 a	 story.	 The	
children	had	fun	as	they	listened	to	
their	peers	narrate	original	stories.		
The	learners	practised	framing	and	
writing	 sentences	 using	 capital	
letters	and	full	stops.	

Children	paired	up	and	practised	reading	tricky	words	put	up	in	the	class.	They	helped	one	
another	to	use	any	tricky	word	in	a	sentence.	This	activity	fostered	peer	learning.	During	
Storytime,	the	learners	indulged	in	a	quiet	reading	session.	Some	read	with	guidance	while	
some	were	independent.	Students	enjoyed	reading	their	library	books	in	class.	
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Since	 it	 was	 Christmas	 time,	 the	
learners	 watched	 the	 Christmas	
story	 and	 sang	 carols.	 They	
thoroughly	 enjoyed	 singing	 and	
learning	 all	 about	 Christmas.	 The	
children	 had	 a	 class	 discussion	 of	
how	 Christmas	 is	 celebrated	 and	
how	it’s	a	time	of	joy	and	giving.	

	
Understanding	the	World	
The	Simple	Machines	unit	concluded	with	a	presentation	of	their	grasp	of	the	topic.	For	the	
topic	presentation,	the	students	got	toys,	charts,	and	models.	They	utilised	the	new	words	
to	explain	how	the	small	machine	worked.	The	students	were	eager	to	learn	and	see	what	
their	friends	had	to	offer.	Worksheets	were	also	used	to	help	students	review	the	material.	
	

PRIMARY	UPDATES	
EVENTS	

I. Grades	1,	2	and	3	-	Poetry	Recitation	-			
The	little	ones	of	Grades	1,	2	and	3	had	their	first	Poetry	Recitation.	Grade	1	learners	
had	 an	 intra-grade	 competition	 whereas	 Grades	 2	 and	 3	 were	 in	 the	 second	
category.	 The	 teachers	 took	 training	 sessions	 for	 the	 students	 in	 school	 and	 a	
preliminary	round	was	held	prior	for	selections	which	was	compulsory	for	all.	They	
learnt	presentation	skills	like	body	posture,	making	eye	contact,	speaking	clearly,	
voice	modulation	and	expressions.	One	of	the	judges	was	a	TGS	parent.		

Les	Quizzerables	–		
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Grades	4	and	5	battled	it	out	in	the	final	round	of	the	intra-class	Les	Quizzerables	Quiz	
Contest.	The	learners	displayed	quick	wit	and	accuracy	as	they	went	all	out	to	win	some	
points	for	their	respective	houses!	The	quiz	was	a	great	way	to	encourage	the	learners	
to	brush	up	on	the	concepts	taught	in	class	as	well	as	do	research	to	be	up	to	date	with	
their	general	knowledge	as	well.							

	
NEWS	FROM	THE	SPECIALISTS	

I. CIRCLE	TIME/	LEADERSHIP	CURRICULUM	
Grade	1	

This	fortnight,	the	learners	of	Grade	1	went	into	their	first	Circle	Time	in	a	while	and	spoke	
about	their	feelings	in	various	situations.	Being	able	to	identify	their	thoughts	and	feelings	
at	this	age,	equips	the	learner	to	understand	the	various	facets	of	empathy	and	emotional	
wellbeing.	A	lofty	task	for	sure	but	as	they	embark	on	this	journey,	let	us	hope	we	enable	
the	learners	to	connect	on	emotional	levels,	not	only	with	others	but	within	themselves	as	
well.		
	

Grade	2		
This	past	month,	the	learners	of	grade	two	had	multiple	sessions	about	behaviour,	being	
kind	and	also	discussed	the	true	meaning	of	Christmas.	As	we	discussed	these	things,	the	
learners	were	extremely	focused	and	enthusiastic.	We	then	sat	in	a	circle	and	discussed	
various	situations	and	feelings	connected	to	the	same.	This	is	one	of	our	first	attempts	to	
get	 the	 learners	 to	 comprehend	 emotions	 and	 finally,	 to	 help	 them	 figure	 out	 what	
empathy	is.	As	the	learners	embark	on	this	endeavour,	I	am	sure	we	will	create	a	group	
of	emotionally	connected	and	caring	citizens.		

	

Grade	3		
Over	the	month	the	learners	of	Grade	3	discussed	behavioural	expectations	and	how	they	
would	feel	in	situations	where	their	personal	space	was	encroached	upon.	The	learners	
then	focused	on	questions	that	allowed	them	the	opportunity	to	evaluate	their	feelings	and	
thoughts.	Helping	learners	understand	the	idea	of	reflection	and	the	importance	of	it	at	
this	age	 is	a	great	way	to	help	them	develop	a	stronger	sense	of	self	and	give	them	the	
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opportunity	 to	make	better	decisions,	keeping	 in	mind	their	own	personal	 feelings	and	
emotions.		
	

Grade	4:	
The	learners	of	Grade	4	had	multiple	opportunities	to	evaluate	their	thoughts,	feelings	and	
behaviours	over	the	month.	Being	able	to	identify	the	beauty	of	the	season,	helped	them	to	
evaluate	the	true	meaning	of	kindness	and	compassion.	Besides	that,	they	were	also	given	
a	chance	to	evaluate	how	they	felt	in	various	circumstances	during	structured	Circle	Time	
activities.	They	were	asked	a	number	of	questions	wherein	they	were	required	to	reflect	
on	their	feelings	and	then	respond	to	the	question	confidently.	As	they	participate	in	such	
activities,	 the	 learners	 are	 encouraged	 to	 develop	 a	 strong	 sense	 of	 self,	 build	on	 their	
confidence	and	also	develop	a	stronger	emotional	quotient.			
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Grade	5:		
Over	 the	 course	of	 the	month	gone	by,	 the	 learners	of	Grade	5	had	 the	opportunity	 to	
express	 themselves	 in	 front	 of	 their	 peers	 and	 wholeheartedly	 express	 their	 views,	
thoughts	and	beliefs	during	a	series	of	Circle	Time	sessions	held	in	the	class.	Some	of	them	
were	faced	with	questions	that	made	them	think	about	their	own	feelings	for	the	very	first	
time.	As	they	learnt	the	importance	of	reflection,	they	were	also	amazed	to	experience	how	
things	change	once	you	acknowledge	your	own	feelings.	Moving	from	the	self	to	others,	
helps	learners	to	make	the	empathetic	transition	more	smoothly.		
	

II. ICT	
GRADE	1	

The	learners	of	grade	1	were	practising	the	
various	tools	they	learnt	in	MS	Word.	They	
created	 beautiful	 posters	 using	 Pictures	 ,	
Shapes	 ,	 Textbox	 tools	 in	 MS	 Word.	 They	
were	 also	 busy	 solving	worksheets	 	 based	
on	various	devices	and	uses	of	computers.		
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GRADE	2	
Charts	 are	 an	 easy	 way	 to	 visually	 tell	 a	 story.	
They	summarise	information	in	a	way	that	makes	
numbers	 easier	 to	 understand	 and	 interpret.	
Excel	is	well-known	for	its	ability	to	organise	and	
calculate	 numbers,	 but	 Excel	 is	 also	 great	 for	
helping	 to	 analyse	 that	 data	with	 a	 variety	 of	

charts.	
The	Learners	of	Grade	2	used	the	recorded	data	of	growth	of	sunflower	plants	to	create		Line	
charts	 in	Spreadsheets.	They	compared	different	 types	of	charts	 like	 line,	bar	and	Pie	chart.	
They	also	learnt	to	make	use	of	formulas	in	spreadsheets	to	calculate	the	growth	of	a	plant	in	a	
span	of	a	week.		
	
GRADE	3	
The	learners	of	Grade	3	
were	 busy	working	 on	
a	 quiz	 program	 in	
Scratch	 programming	
tool.	They	made	use	of	
the	suitable	blocks		and	
designed	 a	 very	 useful	
program	 in	 which	 the	
sprite	 asks	 various	
questions	 to	 the	 user	
and	decides	whether	the	answer	given	by	the	user	is	correct	or	not,	then	make	the	sprite	say	it	
through	a	message.	Through	this	program	they	learnt	the	concept	of	making	variables,	creating	
a	logical	test,	using	relational	operators	and	use	of	conditional	structure.	
	
GRADE	4	
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The	learners	of	Grade	4	were	busy	working	on	a	
program	 that	 helps	 the	 user	 to	 practise		
multiplication	 tables	 in	 Scratch	 programming	
tool.	They	made	use	of	the	suitable	blocks		and	
designed	 a	 very	 useful	 program	 in	 which	 the	
sprite	 asks	 various	 questions	 based	 on	 a	
multiplication	 table	 to	 the	 user	 and	 decide	
whether	the	answer	given	by	the	user	is	correct	
or	 not	 then	 make	 the	 sprite	 say	 the	 correct	
solution	 through	 a	 message.	 Through	 this	
program	 they	 learnt	 the	 concept	 of	 making	
variables,	 choosing	 random	 numbers,	 use	 of	
arithmetic	and	comparison	operators	and	use	of	
conditional	structure.	
GRADE	5	

The	learners	of	Grade	5	were	busy	working	on	a	
program	that	helps	the	user	to	add	or	subtract	many	numbers	and	display	the	final	answer	in	
the	Scratch	programming	tool.	They	made	use	of	the	suitable	blocks		and	designed	a	very	useful	
program	in	which	the	sprite	takes	ten	different	inputs	from	the	user	and	adds	or	subtracts	it	to	
/	from	a	variable	count	and	displays	the	final	output	to	the	user.	Through	this	program	they	
learnt	the	concept	of		making	variables		,	use	of	arithmetic	operators	and	loops	.	They	also	learnt	
to	re-use	and	re-purpose	an	available	code	and	turn	an	algorithm	into	a	program.	

	
III. ART		

GRADE	1	
Learners	of	Grade	1	drew	a	Christmas	Tree	right	from	scratch	
as	 demonstrated	 by	 the	 teacher.	 They	 were	 then	 given	 the	
liberty	to	decorate	the	tree	using	various	ornaments	of	various	
shapes	and	colours.		

GRADE	2	
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The	artists	of	Grade	2	learnt	a	bit	about	Yayoi	Kusama	and	recreated	her	art	with	their	
artistic	touch	as	can	be	seen	below.	

Learners	
also	 tried	
their	 hands	
at	 drawing	
and	
colouring	 a	
wreath,	
watching	 a	
step	 by	 step	
video	 which	
they	very	much	enjoyed	and	had	fun	doing.	
		GRADE	3	
Learners	of	Grade	3	learnt	a	bit	of	negative	painting	with	Dandelion	as	an	element	using	
watercolours.	Of	 course,	 the	 idea	was	 for	 kids	 to	 experiment	drawing	 dandelions	 and	
using	negative	space	to	create	meaning.	
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GRADE	4	

The	Grade	4	learners	indulged	in	artwork	along	the	theme	of	the	“Christmas	Tree”	using	
basic	geometric	shapes	to	draw	it	which	in	this	case	was	a	Triangle.	The	learners	used	bold	
colours	and	incorporated	vivid	colour	choices	that	enhanced	their	picture.	Grade	4	applied	
their	 colouring	 skills	 to	 the	 maximum	 and	 coloured	 and	 painted	 with	 the	 lines	 very	
efficiently.	This	drawing	activity	enabled	the	learners	to	break	down	complex	shapes	into	
more	simpler	ones	while	still	maintaining	the	integrity	of	the	form.	

		GRADE	5	

Learners	got	engrossed	in	pencil	shading,	learning	the	dos	and	don'ts,	how’s	and	why’s.	It	
was	quite	an	interactive	session	where	learners	then	tried	shading	an	apple	keeping	all	the	
tips	in	mind	and	as	can	be	seen	they	did	a	decent	job.	Using	the	shading	technique	and	tips	
they	were	asked	to	draw	and	shade	a	Christmas	tree	making	it	look	3D.	

	

IV. DANCE	
Grades	1	and	2:	A	few	students	were	chosen	from	Grades	1	and	2	to	learn	a	choreographed	
Viennese	Waltz		routine	to	the	song	Once	Upon	a	December	for	performance	at	the	Annual	
Day.	The	basic	waltz	step	had	been	taught	to	all	students	of	these	two	grades.	The	learners	
selected	 for	 the	 performance	 trained	 tirelessly	 and	 were	 able	 to	 put	 up	 a	 beautiful	
performance	in	the	short	time	they	had	to	master	a	very	formal	and	traditional	ballroom	
dance	style.	I	am	proud	of	their	accomplishment	as	I	know	how	they	struggled	to	learn	to	
keep	their	timing	and	posture	while	working	with	a	partner	for	the	first	time.		

Grades	3,	4	and	5:	A	selected	number	of	students	were	designated	to	perform	4	dance	
routines	in	all,	at	different	intervals	within	the	musical,	“	Dragon	Days”.		All	dance	routines	
were	in	the	musical	theatre	Jazz	style	of	dance	that	we	have	been	learning	through	the	year	
in	dance	class	and	so	the	movement	was	familiar	to	the	dancers	involved	and	relatively	
easier	 to	 pick	 up.	 While	 all	 the	 students	 worked	 hard	 to	 learn	 and	 remember	 the	
choreography	 thoroughly,	 not	 all	 had	 the	 ability	 to	 perform	 it	 on	 stage	 with	 the	 flair	
required	to	tell	a	story	and	dance	with	real	expression.	I	can	safely	say	though	that	all	those	
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involved	 in	the	dance	rehearsals	 improved	 in	their	dance	abilities	since	the	start	of	 the	
year	and	that	is	what	made	me	feel	happy	as	their	teacher.			
V. DRAMA	

Learners	 from	Grades	1	and	2	were	not	 in	any	skit	or	play	 for	annual	day,	so	they	had	
plenty	of	time	to	create	their	own	stories	and	share	them	in	class.	Each	child	in	Grade	1	
picked	up	a	finger	puppet	and	had	to	give	it	a	name,	a	voice	and	tell	a	short	story	about	it.		
Grade	2	children	spent	their	sessions	with	the	usual,	fun	warm	ups	and	a	continuation	of	
the	ROLL-A-STORY	exercise.					
For	the	learners	from	Grades	3	to	5,	it	was	all	about	DRAGON	DAYS,	a	fun	musical	play	for	
the	Annual	Day	Programme.	

	

	
VI. MUSIC	

Grade	1	&	2:		
The	students	practised	the	mashup	of	the		Portuguese	song,	 ‘O	Malhao,	Malhao’	and	the	
Konkani	song		‘Undir	Mama’.	The	learners	learnt	how	to	march,		clap	,	sing	and	dance	to	
these	songs	and	this	helped	them	perform	beautifully	on	the	Annual	Day.	
	
Grades	3,	4	&	5:			
The	selected	students	in	the	choir	practised	their	songs	for	the	‘	Dragon	Days’	and	they	
performed	exceedingly	well	for	the	Annual	Day.		
	

VII. P.E.	

Cooperative	games	during	physical	education	can	have	a	lot	of	benefits	for	students.	These	
games	not	only	provide	exercise	but	emphasise	teamwork,	build	relationships,	strengthen	
the	 classroom	 community,	 increase	 confidence,	 learn	 about	 rules	 and	 strategy	
development	and	more.	
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The	 focus	 in	P.E.	has	been	 to	engage	 learners	 in	various	Cooperative	Games	 set-ups	 to	
emphasise	development	of	 teamwork	spirit	 and	overall	 social	 aspects	within	 the	 class.	
This	also	gave	time	for	learners	to	relax	and	have	fun,	as	they	have	been	simultaneously	
working	really	hard	with	the	school	Annual	Day	practices.	

In	 Term	3	 the	 focus	would	 be	 to	 teach	 learners	 to	 effectively	 and	 efficiently	 use	 their	
Locomotor	Skills	which	they	have	learnt	over	the	year	in	a	structured	sports	environment.	
	

VIII. FRENCH	
Grade-1		
	
The	learners	of	Grade	1	explored	primary	and	secondary	colours	
in	 French.	 They	 enjoyed	 participating	 in	 activities	 based	 on	
colours,	for	example,	thinking	about	different	objects	of	the	same	
colour,	identifying	the	colours	of	fruits	and	vegetables,	playing	a	
digital	 quiz	 “Guess	 the	 colour	 of	 an	 object”,	 “Spell	 the	 missing	
letters”	 as	 a	 group	 activity.	 Moving	 further,	 they	 will	 be	
memorising	the	spellings	of	the	same	in	French.	
	
Grade-2	
	
The	 learners	of	Grade-2	practised	constructing	short	
sentences	in	French	using	the	verb	“Manger”	(to	eat)	
and	“Boire”	(to	drink)	along	with	the	food	vocabulary	
which	they’ve	memorised,	for	example,	“Je	mange	un	
chocolat”	(I	eat	a	chocolate),	“Je	bois	un	jus	de	pomme”	
(I	 drink	 an	 apple	 juice),	 etc.	 They	 also	 practised	
constructing	sentences	with	the	“Aimer”	(to	like)	verb	
with	 “Je”	 (I).	The	basic	 idea	of	 the	 topic	 is	 to	build	a	
short	conversation	among	each	other	in	French	where	
they	can	talk	about	their	likes	and	dislikes	after	giving	
their	introduction	in	French.	
	
Grade-3	and	Grade-4	
	
The	 French	 learners	 of	 Grade	 3	 and	 4	 recalled	 the	 “describing	 adjectives”	 in	 French,	
applying	them	with	animals	and	stationery	objects.	They	solved	a	quiz	based	on	the	gender	
and	number	in	French	using	the	definite	(a)	and	indefinite	(the)	articles.	They	are	now	able	
to	 change	 short	phrases	 from	masculine	 to	 feminine,	 singular	 to	 plural	 and	 vice-versa.	
Moving	further	with	Lesson-7	(La	salle	de	jeux),		they	will	now	be	applying	the	“describing	
adjectives”	with	the	vocabulary	of	games,	clothes	and	different	objects	of	the	house.		
	
Grade	5:	
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The	French	learners	of	Grade	5	solved	simple	exercises,	revising	and	consolidating	their	
learning.	 Learners	 were	 then	 introduced	 to	 the	 topic	 Les	 vetements,	 discussing	 about	
different	 kinds	 of	 clothes,	 the	 ones	 that	 they	 like.	 Learners	were	 able	 to	make	 simple	
sentences	talking	about	their	favourite	clothes	and	what	they	like	to	wear.		
	
	
IX. HINDI:	

Grade	1	and	2:	Learning	the	colours	is	a	milestone	in	early	childhood	and	represents	a	
child's	 cognitive	 understanding.	 So,	 Grade	 1	 and	 2	 learners	 learnt	 about	 the	 names	 of	
colours	 in	 Hindi	 and	 did	 activities	 based	 on	 colours.	 They	 drew	 pictures,	 for	 example	
leaves,	vegetables,	flags	etc.	using	a	green	colour.	Learners	also	practised	their	dialogues	
for	the	Annual	Day.	
	
Grade	 3:	 Videos	 are	 a	 highly	 effective	 tool	 to	 use	 in	 learning.	 They	 not	 only	 reduce	
cognitive	load	but	also	grab	viewer’s	attention	and	increase	a	learner’s	engagement.	So,	
grade3	 learners	 saw	 a	 video	 which	 was	 based	 on	 moral	 values.	 They	 also	 solved	
worksheets	which	had	components	of	grammar.	
	
Grade	4:	Revision	helps	recall	the	details	of	the	topic	you	have	studied.	Revising	the	topics	
helps	learners	gain	more	confidence	to	attempt	any	related	question	in	the	exam.	So,	grade	
4	 learners	 did	 a	worksheet	 and	 also	 revised	 the	 grammatical	 concepts	 that	 have	 been	
covered.	
	
Grade	5:-	Reading	Hindi	is	an	important	part	of	language	learning	because	it	helps	you	
develop	 other	 related	 skills	 like	 grammar,	 vocabulary,	 and	 writing.	 Reading	 allows	
language	learners	to	explore	topics	that	they	love	and	stories	that	engage	them. So,	grade	
5	learners	did	a	reading	activity	and	understood	its	grammatical	components	that	have	
been	taught	so	far.			

	
NEWS	FROM	EACH	GRADE	

GRADE	1	
	English:		
The	 learners	 of	 Grade	 1	 used	 their	
listening	skills	to	pick	up	rhymes	found	in	
popular	 nursery	 rhymes,	 poems	 and	
further	 attempted	 at	 writing	 their	 own	
version	 of	 ‘Twinkle	 Twinkle	 Little	 Star’.	
The	learners	worked	well	to	use	rhyming	
words	and	create	their	own	rhyming	lines	
of	 poetry.	 Whilst	 enjoying	 the	 play	 of	
words	 found	 in	 pieces	 of	 poetry,	 the	
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learners	also	memorized	and	recited	short	poems.		
	
The	learners	were	introduced	to	Traditional	Tales	and	went	on	to	write	creative	pieces	
describing	the	characters	as	well	as	the	setting	of	the	story.		
	
Math:		
Understanding	 the	
difference	 between	
units	 of	 measurements	
(length)	 such	 as	
centimetre	 and	 metre,	
the	 learners	 used	 this	
knowledge	 to	 identify	
objects	 and	 use	
appropriate	 units	 of	
measurement.	 We	 saw	
learners	garner	a	deeper	
understanding	of	Math	in	
the	 real-life	 setting.	 The	
little	 ones	 were	 able	 to	
relate	 how	 various	
professionals	 such	 as	
architects,	 tailors,	 etc.	
use	 measurement	 in	
their	work.	

We	 then	 began	with	 the	
unit	 on	 Statistics.	 The	
learners	 learnt	 how	 to	
collate	information	in	tally	charts	and	further	proceeded	to	draw	conclusions	based	on	the	
information	collected.		

Science:		

The	little	ones	enjoyed	learning	about	‘Force’.	They	worked	on	project	models	to	create	
their	own	toys	and	demonstrating	push	and	pull.	Recalling	the	steps	involved	in	designing	
their	toys,	the	learners	worked	on	writing	instructions	for	their	project	model.		

The	learners	also	learnt	about	‘Materials’,	identifying	natural	materials	and	where	they	are	
derived	from	as	well	as	the	materials	that	are	man-	made.	These	were	some	of	the	activities	
that	the	learners	engaged	in.	The	learners	engaged	in	discussions	on	why	objects	are	made	
from	certain	materials	such	as	rubber	and	metal	used	 in	car	 tyres	which	 in	 turn	 led	to	
creative	and	well-reasoned	answers.	
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GRADE	2	
English:	
Poetry	 provides	 freedom	 of	 expression	 for	 young	 learners,	 this	
helps	them	express	themselves.	Using	this	form	of	expression	helps	
the	learners	gain	a	new	perspective	on	experiences	encountered.				
	
In	 the	 last	month,	 the	month	 that	was	 full	 of	 fun,	 the	 learners	of	
grade	2,	continued	learning	about	‘Poetry’.	They	were	introduced	
to	the	elements	of	a	poem.	The	learners	could	differentiate	between	
a	line	and	a	sentence,	a	stanza	and	a	paragraph.	They	later	learnt	
about	Onomatopoeia	and	Homophones	and	learning	about	this	will	
help	the	learners	bring	more	life	to	their	poetry.	Toward	the	end	of	
the	unit	 the	 learners	were	 introduced	to	Limericks.	The	 learners	
explored	the	different	features	and	created	a	few	as	a	class.	An	example	is	below.		
	

There	once	was	a	class	full	of	clown	
And	they	loved	learning	about	nouns	
These	little	clowns,	found	a	trapped	bee	

and	yes,	they	let	it	go	free	
And	this	made	them	have	a	big	long	frown.	

	
Mathematics:	The	learners	of	grade	2	focussed	
on	 Multiplication	 in	 the	 month	 of	 December.	 	 The	
learners	 were	 introduced	 to	 multiplying	 two	 digit	
with	one	digit	numbers	with	and	without	grouping.	
Regrouping	means	rearranging	numbers	into	groups	
by	 place	 value	 to	 make	 it	 easier	 to	 carry	 out	
operations.	This	process	is	called	regrouping	because	
you're	rearranging	numbers	into	place	value	to	carry	
out	the	process.	Regrouping	is	a	great	way	to	make	
larger	 calculations	 easier	 to	 do,	 especially	 for	
children.	The	learners	also	focussed	on	times	2,	3,	4,	
5,	6,	7,	and	10	times	table.	The	 learners	also	solved	and	created	word	problems	on	the	
same.			
		
Science:				
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The	 learners	
continued	 unit	 4	
‘Staying	 Alive’	 under	
which	 the	 learners	
learnt	 and	
comprehended	 vital	
organs.	They	watched	
videos	 ,	 PowerPoint	
presentations	 and	
had	 quizzes	 on	 vital	
parts	of	the	body	like,	
brain,	 (The	 Nervous	
System)		the	heart	(Circulatory	System),	the	lungs	(Respiratory	System),	and	the	stomach	
(Digestive	System).	The	learners	comprehended	that	for	a	healthy	body,	a	good	diet	and	
physical	activity	is	paramount.	They	also	focussed	on	how	their	heart	rate	and	breathing	
changes	 when	 they	 do	 simple	 physical	 activities	 like,	 running,	 jumping	 and	 how	 this	
change	of	breath	works	for	effective	blood	circulation	and	a	healthy	heart	and	body.	The	
learners	 also	 focussed	 on	Animal	 groups	 and	 classification	of	 the	 same	based	 on	 their	
physical	characteristics	and	habitat	into	vertebrates,	non	vertebrates,	reptiles,	amphibians	
and	mammals.	The	learners	were	introduced	to	life	cycles	of	different	animals,	which	will	
be	continued	this	month	along	with	the	food	chain.	
	
GRADE	3	A	and	3B	
English:	
The	unit	on	non-fiction	was	concluded	as	a	
group	activity	where	the	learners	watched	
and	analysed	a	video	to	created	a	mindmap	
on	Climate	Change	using	the	knowledge	of	
Key	Words	and	Phrases.			

		

Mathematics:	(3A	and	3B)	
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Learners	of	Grades	3A	and	3B	this	time	learned	what	is	‘Probability’.	The	primary	reason	
for	 teaching	probability	was	to	provide	 learners	with	an	understanding	and	to	develop	
their	 critical	 thinking	 about	 the	 role	 of	 probability	 in	 their	 lives	 and	 in	 mathematics.	
Teaching	probability	helps	learners	to	overcome	their	deterministic	thinking	and	accept	
the	existence	of	chance	in	nature.	While	the	topic	was	going	on,	learners	and	teachers	faced	
some	tensions	and	challenges	such	as	being	able	to	conceptualize	the	connection	between	
the	 natural	 and	 academic	
language	 of	 probability.	
Expanding	 the	 idea	 of	
quantitative	 literacy	 to	 include	
chance	 is	 an	 opportunity	 to	
consider	 the	 development	 of	
critical	 thinking,	 risk,	
management	 and	 decision-
making	skills	 that	will	empower	
learners	 to	 become	 part	 of	 the	
public	sphere.	

Science:		(3A	and	3B)		
Learners	 continued	 their	 Earth	
study	by	learning	about	natural	disasters	and	their	causes.	They	discovered	that	these	are	
intense,	 unexpected	 events	
induced	 by	 natural	
elements	 like	 storms,	
floods,	 droughts,	 fires	 and	
heat	 waves.	 Learners	
understood	 via	 class	
discussions	 that	 natural	
disasters	 are	 becoming	
more	 severe,	 widespread	
and	 impactful.	 The	 reason	
for	this	is	because	of	human	
influences	 such	 as	
overcrowding,	 pollution,	
the	 use	 of	 fossil	 fuels	 and	
deforestation.	 These	 kinds	
of	changes	have	resulted	in	climate	change,	land	erosion,	poor	air	quality	and	undrinkable	
water.	Learners	also	learned	about	earthquakes,	volcanic	eruptions	and	the	Pacific	Ring	of	
Fire.	 Following	 that,	 assessments	were	 given	 in	 class	 to	 help	 pupils	 understand	 what	
mistakes	they	had	made	and	how	to	rectify	them.	Thereafter,	learners	went	on	a	field	trip	
to	the	Science	Centre	and	examined	each	topic	in	depth	to	learn	more	about	this	issue.	

G.P	(3A):	
“You	are	never	too	old	to	set	a	new	goal	or	to	dream	a	new	dream.”		―	CS	Lewis	
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Grade	3	have	embarked	on	a	new	adventure	as	they	discover	the	new	topic	“People-	Young	
and	Old”	Here,	we	consider	when	is	the	best	time	to	vote,	or	to	be	considered	an	adult.	We	
also	amuse	ourselves	by	imagining	what	we	could	do	when	we	retire;	or	even	consider	
why	people	retire	in	the	first	place.	We	have	learned	about	archipelagos	and	the	islands	
where	 people	 live	 to	 be	
centenarians.	 We	 have	 seen	
maps	where	we	can	find	these	
islands,	 and	 even	 played	
games	 to	 see	 the	 current	
lifespan	in	different	countries.	
We	 have	 thought	 about	what	
the	 right	 age	 would	 be	 to	
work,	 live	 by	 yourself,	 get	 a	
challenging	job,	start	a	family,	
or	buy	a	house.	In	the	coming	
classes	we	will	look	at	what	happens	after	retirement,	and	how	retired	life	can	be	made	
safer,	easier,	and	more	fun.	

GP	-3B	
“Age	 isn't	 how	 old	 you	 are	 but	
how	old	you	feel.”		

―	Gabriel	Garcia	Marquez	
Grade	3B	 is	on	a	new	adventure	
as	 they	 discover	 the	 new	 topic	
“People-	Young	and	Old”		
They	 are	 analysing	 why	 life	
expectancy	 and	 life	 spans	 have	
changed	 over	 the	 years	 and	 what	 are	 the	 factors	 attributing	 to	 it.	 The	 learners	
brainstormed	why	we	live	longer	today	and	came	up	with	reasons	such	as	better	nutrition,	
more	shelter,	better	doctors,	better	technology,	better	scientists	and	above	all	clean	water.	
They	were	shown	a	video	on	children	in	Africa	and	the	diseases	they	suffer	from	due	to	
lack	of	clean	water.	 It	 is	 important	 to	 impress	upon	young	minds	the	plight	of	children	
around	the	world	in	poor	countries.	

Grade	3	Field	Trip:		
On	2nd	December,	Grade	3	explored	the	Science	Center	where	they	saw	different	gadgets	
and	learnt	about	the	different	layers	of	the	ocean.	The	objective	of	this	trip	was	tied		to	
their	Science	lesson	and,	in	English,	to	the	unit	on	non-fiction.				
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Exploring	different	gadgets	
intrigued	their	curiosity.		It	
was	 nice	 to	 see	 learners	
read	 at	 different	 stations	
and	 make	 notes.	 	 The	 trip	
ended	with	a	3D	animation	
and	 a	 documentary	 about	
the	 Earth	 at	 the	
Planetarium.	 It	was	a	good	
experience	 and	 a	 great	
opportunity	 to	 visit,	
explore	and	experience	the	
various	 aspects	 of	 science	
in	 a	 fun	 manner.	 The	
floating	 ball	 was	 fun	 to	

watch.	As	we	all	know	that	energy	is	essential	for	all	of	us	to	survive	so	different	forms	of	
energy,	 such	 as	 heat,	 light,	mechanical,	 electrical,	 sound,	 chemical,	 nuclear	 energy,	 etc.	
were	explained	through	 interactive	exhibits.	Working	models	and	presentations	helped	
the	 learners	 understand	 our	 planet	 Earth	 better.	 Learners	 procured	 this	 information	
through	the	fun	science	and	energy	centres.	Some	exhibits	that	the	learners	liked	the	most	
were	head	on	the	fruit	basket,	shadow,	pupil	shrinking,	and	producing	energy	on	the	bike.	
Learners	were	 amazed	 to	 see	 how	 the	 pupil	 in	 their	 eye	 became	 smaller	when	 it	was	
exposed	to	bright	light.	They	were	also	shocked	to	see	that	the	shadows	from	their	hands	
were	preserved	even	after	the	light	was	switched	off.	It	was	nice	to	see	how	much	energy	
we	could	produce	by	cycling.	Last	but	not	 the	 least,	we	also	saw	the	3-D	Science	Show,	
which	was	fun	to	watch,	too.	
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GRADE	4	

English:		

From	the	unit	on	fables,	the	learners	delved	
into	non-fiction,	beginning	with	 the	basics	
of	 persuasive	 communication.	 We	 began	
with	 making	 posters,	 looking	 at	 the	
aesthetics,	 layout,	 content	 and	 design.	
Learners	analysed	a	few	posters	as	well	as	
made	one	of	their	own.	Another	assignment	
was	to	analyse	a	given	poster	that	was	not	
very	persuasive.	They	then	had	to	re-design	
it,	choosing	what	to	keep	as	well	as	making	
necessary	additions.	The	learners	were	also	

explained	the	purpose	of	making	posters	and	their	function.	Since	the	primary	purpose	is	to	
inform	 people	 and	 give	 it	 a	 visual	 medium	 of	 communication,	 posters	 need	 to	 be	 eye-
catching.	The	learners	designed	their	own	posters	for	the	Christmas	Fete,	using	A4	sheets,	
colours	and	paints.		

Mathematics:	Grade	4A	&	4B	
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The	end	of	the	year	2022	began	with	learners	
recalling	 the	 concept	 of	 multiplication	 and	
division.	Learners	have	 learnt	 to	multiply	3-
digits	 by	 2-	 digit	 multiplication	 as	 well	 as	
challenged	themselves	to	apply	the	concepts	
to	real	life	situations.	Use	of	divisibility	rules	
allowed	 learners	 to	 be	 efficient	 in	 solving	
division,	 thus,	 learners	were	 able	 to	 smartly	
use	the	rules	to	perform	their	calculations.	

Science:		Grade	4A	&	4B	

This	 fortnight	 Grade	 4	 learners	 started	 the	
topic	of	forces	and	magnetism	where	learners	
have	learnt	to	draw	force	diagrams	to	denote	the	two	different	types	of	forces	acting	on	an	
object.	Learners	were	able	to	apply	the	concept	to	real	life	situations	when	pictures	were	
displayed	 to	 identify	 the	 forces	 acting	 on	 the	 object.	 The	 learners	 performed	 an	 activity	
where	they	had	to	apply	the	concept	of	forces	by	observing	objects	in	motion	and	at	rest	as	
well	as	played	a	game	of	tug	of	war	to	understand	action	and	reaction	forces.	The	learners	
were	 able	 to	 identify	 applied	 force,	 gravitational	 force,	 frictional	 force	 and	 air	 resistance	
acting	on	their	bodies.	

G.P.	(A	and	B)	

“What	is	that	feeling	when	you're	driving	away	from	people	and	they	recede	on	the	plain	till	
you	see	their	specks	dispersing?	-	it's	the	too-huge	world	vaulting	us,	and	it's	good-bye.	But	
we	lean	forward	to	the	next	crazy	venture	beneath	the	skies.”	―	Jack	Kerouac,	On	the	Road	

Grade	 4	 has	 started	 a	 new	 topic-	
Moving	to	another	country.	We	have	
discussed	 why	 people	 may	 want	 to	
move	to	another	country;	what	could	
they	desire	or	want	to	avoid	in	their	
home	country	that	would	make	them	
want	 to	 move	 to	 another	 one.	 We	
have	 learned	 about	 quality	 of	 life	
indexes,	 and	 happiness	 indexes,	 and	
compared	 them	 to	 see	 if	 there	were	
any	similarities,	and	we	learned	that	
countries	 with	 a	 high	 quality	 of	 life	
were	also	more	 likely	 to	be	happier.	
We	played	a	game	to	learn	the	names	
and	 locations	of	a	 few	countries	and	
we	 learned	more	 about	 the	 world	 around	 us,	 and	 also	 about	 how	 people	 commuted	 in	
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different	 countries	 before	 we	 had	 cars,	 planes,	 and	 trains,	 and	 how	 instrumental	 the	
invention	of	the	wheel	was	to	human	development	and	travel.		

Grade	4	Field	Trip	:		

The	Grade	4	learners	visited	the	Houses	of	Goa	Museum	in	Porvorim	on	21st	December	2022	
where	learners	were	taken	through	the	various	history	and	art	of	architecture	of	Goa	by	the	
owner	Mr.	Gerald.	This	museum	is	dedicated	to	Goan	architecture	and	Goa’s	old	lifestyle	and	
culture.	Houses	of	Goa	is	a	three-tier	centrepiece	style	structure	with	amazing	collection	and	
information	 on	 the	 different	 designs	 and	 architecture	 of	 the	 Goan	 houses.	 The	 museum	
caters	to	the	architecture	and	designs	of	Goan	houses	and	the	themes	throughout	history	and	
also	showcases	the	various	sculpture	and	interior	designs	of	Goan	households.		The	Grade	4	
learners	were	curious	and	excited	to	observe	the	different	locations	and	could	connect	to	
some	of	the	Portuguese	houses	and	various	old	artefacts	that	belonged	to	their	grandparents.	

	

	
GRADE	5 
English:  
“Science	 fiction	 is	 the	 most	
important	 literature	 in	 the	
history	of	 the	world,	because	 it’s	
the	history	of	ideas,	the	history	of	
our	 civilization	 birthing	 itself.	
…Science	 fiction	 is	 central	 to	
everything	we’ve	 ever	 done,	 and	
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people	who	make	fun	of	science	fiction	writers	don’t	know	what	they’re	talking	about.”	-	Ray	
Bradbury	
We	began	Term	3	by	delving	into	the	vast	world	of	Science	fiction.	While	it	might	seem	
quite	daunting,	 the	genre	at	a	very	basic	 level,	permits	possibility.	 It	may	be	 fiction	but	
because	it	has	its	roots	in	science,	the	possibility	of	such	occurrences	isn't	unimaginable.	
The	introduction	to	the	unit	began	with	an	audio	clip	of	the	origins	of	science	fiction,	some	
famous	sci-fi	authors	and	books	as	well.	We	also	looked	into	the	features	and	elements	of	
science	fiction	texts	ranging	from	time	travel	to	aliens	and	everything	in	between.		
We	began	exploring	the	genre	with	an	extract	from	Satyajit	Ray’s	 ‘The	Diary	Of	A	Space	
Traveller	And	Other	Stories.’	We	looked	at	the	sci-fi	elements	in	that	story	and	the	various	
clues	we	get,	that	tell	us	it	is	a	sci-fi	book.	We	then	moved	to	reading	of	The	Time	Machine	
by	H.G.	Wells.	In	this	story,	we	will	delve	deeper	into	time	travel	and	the	possibilities	of	the	
same.		
Grades 5A and 5B: 
 Mathematics:  

When	 children	 frequently	 and	 successfully	 recall	 their	 times	 tables	 they	 will	 grow	 in	
confidence,	which	will	not	only	help	them	tackle	more	challenging	maths	problems	but	will	
help	to	keep	them	motivated	and	engaged	across	other	subjects	too.	Learners	of	5A	and	5B	
revised	their	times	tables	and	also	solved	multiplication	problems	which	involved	a	4	digit	
number	with	a	two	digit	number.	Recalling	times	tables	improves	memory	skills,	which	is	
a	transferable	skill	that	will	help	children	throughout	school	and	into	adult	life.	Learners	
were	made	aware	that	multiplication	is	used	day	to	day	throughout	adulthood,	whether	
it’s	working	out	price	reductions,	doubling	recipes	or	splitting	bills!	
	

Grades 5A and 5B: 

Science:  

December	was	a	fun-filled	month	buzzing	with	activities	and	events	like	the	Annual	Day,	
Sports	 Day,	 winter	 fete,	 not	 to	mention	 classroom	 activities.	 	We	 also	 did	 a	 bit	 of	 the	
curriculum	 in	 Science.	 	 The	 learners	 of	 grade	 5A	 and	 5B	 learnt	 all	 about	 the	 toxic	
substances	that	enter	the	food	chain	and	how	humans	and	the	environment	are	affected	
because	 of	 it.	 Toxic	 chemicals	 and	 heavy	 metals	 flow	 into	 the	 ocean	 when	 industrial,	
agricultural	 and	 human	 wastes	 run	 off	 or	 are	 deliberately	 discharged	 into	 rivers	 that	
empty	 into	the	sea.	These	pollutants	cause	diseases,	birth	defects,	behavioural	changes,	
and	 death	 in	 many	 marine	 organisms.	 But	 the	 severity	 of	 the	 damage	 varies	 greatly	
between	species.	In	many	cases,	animals	near	the	top	of	the	food	chain	are	most	affected	
because	of	a	process	called	biomagnification.	Many	of	the	most	dangerous	toxins	settle	to	
the	sea	floor	and	then	are	taken	in	by	organisms	that	live	or	feed	on	bottom	sediments.	
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Because	these	compounds	aren't	digested,	they	accumulate	within	the	animals	that	ingest	
them	and	become	more	and	more	
concentrated	 as	 they	 pass	 along	
the	food	chain	as	animals	eat	and	
then	 are	 eaten	 in	 turn.	 This	 is	
biomagnification	 and	 it	 means	
that	 higher-level	 predators-fish,	
birds	and	marine	mammals	build	
up	 greater	 and	 more	 dangerous	
amounts	 of	 toxic	 materials	 than	
animals	 lower	on	the	 food	chain.	
The	learners	were	asked	to	write	
up	on	their	reflections	and	draw	a	
food	chain	on	the	topic	of	biomagnification.	

G.P. : Grade 5A and Grade 5B  

There	is	a	very	wrong	perception	that	Dumb	Charades	only	means	guessing	movie	names	
but	it	is	an	excellent	way	of	communication	and	to	tune-	in	to	our	new	unit	‘	Language	And	
Communication’,	 the	Grade	5	 learners	played	 this	game	with	enthusiasm	and	zeal.	The	
game	 also	 helped	 them	 to	 understand	 the	 evolution	 of	 communication	 where	 sign	
language	was	used	in	olden	days	to	convey	messages	like	the	telegram	and	telegraph	which	
used	a	code	language	to	transfer	a	message.	.			

	
And	that	brings	us	to	the	last	Newsletter	of	this	year.	Whew!	What	a	year	it	has	
been!	Never	 a	dull	moment!	Lots	of	work,	 lots	of	 adjustments	 to	make,	 new	
things	to	learn,	and	things	to	learn	anew!	
Look	forward	to	reporting	for	you	in	2023!	

Regards	
The	Gera	School	


